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Care as Critique of Care: Public Services, Social Security and Ritual Responsive-
ness, The China Quarterly , Volume 254 , June 2023 , pp. 354 - 365.

Stephan Feuchtwang (Affiliation:London School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science, London, UK)

Abstract

Socialist governance and popular sovereignty require state administration of
care. In the People’ s Republic of China (PRC) today, such state care is provid-
ed in the form of public services and in the guarantee of social security. Ideally,
different levels of government should foster relations of care in local communities
and remain responsive to “the people.” Local self-government, relations of
mutual support and ritual communities, however, reveal the deficits of state care.
Much like general philosophies of care, such local ethics of care propose universal
benchmarks against which social practice can be measured. This article outlines
the main contours of state care in the post-Mao Zedong PRC, and contrasts its
findings with empirical research on public services, social security and ritual re-
sponsiveness. Mutual help, neighbourhood communities and ritual practice, in
particular, provide alternative models of care. As such, they can be extended and
universalized, and offer possibilities for a critique of care.
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Governing Rural Poverty on Urban Streets: Guangzhou’ s Management of Beg-
gars in the Reform Era, The China Quarterly , Volume 254 , June 2023 , pp. 381-
395.

Ryanne Flock (Affiliation:Contemporary Chinese Studies, Julius-Maximil-
lans-University, W U rzburg, Germany)

Abstract

This study investigates how discourses on panhandling intertwine with the
governance of beggars on China’ s urban streets. It focuses on local policy im-
plementation in Guangzhou city, led by the bureau of civil affairs along with its
centres for “custody and repatriation” and “assistance stations.” The study
aims to understand how the state regulates panhandling and engages with beggars
in public spaces. Exploring the internal logic of the state” s approach and how it
has changed during the 40 years of reform, it also considers the junctures at which
contradictions and conflicts arise. Based on fieldwork data (2011 to 2014) and the
analysis of government documents, yearbooks, academic and mass media dis-
courses, I argue that the state’ s treatment of panhandlers poses a conundrum as
welfare measures conflict with control. While several layers of state regulation and

actors contradict each other and create grey areas of state-induced informality,
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people who beg for alms are continuously criminalized and excluded from public
space.
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When Beijing Chose Seoul over Pyongyang: China — South Korea Diplomatic
Normalization Revisited, The China Quarterly , First View , Published online by
Cambridge University Press: 16 May 2023, pp. 1-17.

Daekwon Son (Affiliation: Sogang University, Seoul, South Korea)

Abstract

On 24 August 1992, China finally normalized its diplomatic relations with
South Korea, notwithstanding North Korea” s protestations. What made Beijing
jettison its traditional friendship with Pyongyang and recognize Seoul? What did
China want from Sino-South Korea normalization? By extensively unearthing
hitherto unknown archival evidence, this paper argues that it was China’ s securi-
ty concern about being besieged by pro-Soviet powers, rather than an ideological

affinity with North Korea, that delayed Sino-South Korea rapprochement. In the
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same vein, the study posits that it was the gradual Sino-Soviet reconciliation from
1985 onwards that enabled Beijing to reconcile with Seoul. Furthermore, it argues
that in the face of the sudden dissolution of the Eastern bloc and the collapse of
the Soviet Union, Beijing hastily sought to secure a cordon sanitaire and foreclose
the possibility of the formation of a US — Japan — South Korea anti-China united
front by normalizing relations with Seoul.
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Fragmented but Enduring Authoritarianism: Supply-side Reform and Subnation-
al Entrepreneurialism in China’ s Rail Delivery Services, The China Quarterly,
First View , Published online by Cambridge University Press: 28 April 2023, pp. 1
- 14.

Linda Yin-nor Tjia (Affiliation: City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong,
China)

Abstract

China’ s economic reform since 1978 has turned a shortage economy into

an economy of overcapacity. To curb the capacity surplus, the government put
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forward a sweeping proposal of “supply-side structural reform,” although with-
out any specifics of implementation. This vagueness has resulted in fragmentation
between China’ s central leadership and local agents. Based on two rail deliv-
ery services — China Railway Express Delivery (Zhongtie kuaiyun H1 £k 1% |
CRED) and China — Europe Rail Freight (Zhong — Ou banlie HKk¥%1 , CERF)
— this article argues that fragmentation in authority has allowed and even encour-
aged local actors to carve profit-making opportunities out of the excess capacities
(including idle assets). In so doing, they give substance to what would otherwise
be hollow policy rhetoric. Such subnational entrepreneurialism and the resulting
tacit dynamics between state and local-level actors add another layer to the fine-
grained theorization of fragmented authoritarianism in China: despite fragmenta-
tion, China’ s authoritarian governance endures, but with outcomes now shaped
by a cyclical process of decentralization and re-centralization as well as continuous
central — local interplay.
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Contesting Master Narratives: Renderings of National History by Mainland Chi-
na and Taiwan, The China Quarterly, First View, Published online by Cambridge
University Press: 14 February 2023, pp. 1 - 17.

Zhaojin Lyu (Affiliation: School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nanjing
University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China)

Haiyan Zhou (Affiliation: School of Journalism and Communication, Nan-
jing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract

The growing tension between mainland China and Taiwan has a cultural
aspect closely related to national identity. We focus on recent history curriculum
changes in the mainland and in Taiwan and find that education authorities on
both sides have implemented master narratives for content selection in and orga-
nization of history textbooks. In mainland China, the master narrative of pluralist
unity constructs a geographically consistent Chinese nation throughout history,
which bolsters the state” s current claim to a territorial integrity including Taiwan.
In Taiwan, the master narrative of multiculturalism becomes the essence of Tai-
wanese identity, and weakens Sinocentrism in Taiwanese official historiography.
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From Cold War Geopolitics to the Crisis of Global Capitalism: The History of
Chinese Wireless Network Infrastructures (1987 — 2020), The China Quarterly,
First View, Published online by Cambridge University Press: 09 January 2023, pp.
1-19.

Jianging Chen (Affiliation: Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri,
USA)

Abstract

This paper explores the genesis and growth of the current Chinese wireless
network infrastructures by pulling together the historical threads of two telecom-
munications infrastructures: first, the development of the first-tier inter-provincial
optical backbone, the “Eight Vertical and Eight Horizontal Fibre-optic Grid,”
in the late 1980s and 1990s; and second, the deployment of two broadband-access
cellular networks, the third-generation (3G) cellular networks in 2008 and the
fourth-generation (4G) networks from 2013 to now, which constitute the wireless
network” s edges. I insert the development of Chinese wireless networks since the
1980s into the interconnected global technological environment, contextualizing
the infrastructure deployment in the history of Sino-American technological co-
operation and competition, traversing the final decade of the Cold War era (the
1980s), the dual global expansion of economic neoliberalism and informational
technology since the 1990s and the crisis of global capitalism since 2008. This his-
torical inquiry reconciles two historical (meta-)narratives that are not always com-
patible with each other — the Chinese narratives grounded on the overarching
concept of Chinese post-socialism, and the narratives in Western discourses that
often evoke Cold War/post-Cold War dialectics. This paper examines the global
distribution of wireless network infrastructures on the basis of commercialization,
technology transfers and trades of techno-commodities across borders, challeng-

ing the reduced depiction of the Chinese wireless network as an extension, or an

101




.
P2

sh
7

w

102

exception, to the West-centred techno-capitalist system.
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The Past, Present, and Future of Commercial Associations in China: Reflections
on Theory and the Pathways of Practice, Modern China, Volume 49, Issue 4,
pp.408 — 447.

Shan Zhao (Affiliation: Tianjin University of Commerce, China)

Abstract

Since the 1980s, three paradigms have dominated the historical study of com-

. . . . . . « . » «
mercial associations—class analysis, modernization, and ~public sphere” / -
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civil society”  —but all three are imbued with and insist upon a binary opposi-
tion between state and society. These paradigms produce an understanding of
commercial associations as part of a Western-style “bourgeois public sphere,”
itself part of “civil society,” standing in opposition to the state. These misinter-
pretations were only strengthened by the complete state-ification of commercial
associations in China after 1949. Studies of the history of commercial associations,
trapped in this theoretical pitfall, cannot produce convincing historical research,
even with abundant empirical data, nor can they provide experiential models for
the development of contemporary commercial associations. Instead, if we focus
on practice, we discover that modern commercial associations were part of a * third
sphere,” an in-between space within the paradoxical institutional framework of
China’ s highly centralized government and minimalist administrative system.
The semiformal governance mechanism operative within the third sphere reflected
the close relationship and mutual shaping at work between the state and local soci-
ety rather than a binary opposition between them. Applying these insights on the
history of commercial associations to the practices of contemporary “commercial
consultative associations” allows us to see that the semiformal administrative tra-
ditions embedded in the “third sphere” continue to quietly operate, which has
immense significance for the future development of commercial associations in
China.
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The Ongoing Business of Chinese-Language Reform: A View from the Periphery
of Hong Kong in the Past Half Century, Modern China, Volume 49, Issue 4, pp.
448 — 479.

John D. Wong (Affiliation: Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and
Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam, Hong
Kong).

Andrew D. Wong (Affiliation: Department of Anthropology, Geography
and Environmental Studies, California State University, East Bay, Hayward, CA,
USA)

Abstract

Against the backdrop of the changing meaning of the “Chinese” language
in Hong Kong, this article explores how Mandarin, once an unproblematic link
to a nebulous Chinese nation for Hongkongers, now reflects anti-mainland sen-
timents. In the 1970s, Hong Kong Chinese who fought against English colonial
oppression embraced Cantonese as their de facto Chinese language even as some
conceded the broader allure of Mandarin. As the popularity of Cantonese rose,

the appeal of Mandarin lingered but did not result in its higher currency. In the
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period leading up to the 1997 handover, while the colonial government did not
mandate the study of Mandarin, its economic practicality surged, especially as the
reform era engineered tremendous opportunities for Hongkongers in the main-
land. Ironically, as Hongkongers have registered enhanced Mandarin proficiency,
mounting resentment toward Mandarin in the city over the past two decades has
come to represent a response to intensifying mainland control over Hong Kong.
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Militarization as Personal Cultivation: Student Military Training in Guomindang
China, 1928 — 1937, Modern China, Volume 49, Issue 4, pp. 480 — 514.

Sau-yi Fong (Affiliation: Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia Uni-
versity, New York, NY, USA)

Abstract

By examining the Guomindang’ s (GMD’ s) on-the-ground implementa-
tion of its student military training program, this article addresses the ideological
tensions and diplomatic predicaments underlying the party-state” s youth mobi-
lization strategies. While fetishizing a regimented society, the program incorporat-

ed a heterogeneous set of tactics to both inspire and control youth martial activ-
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ism. The peculiar mix of military discipline, Confucian modes of education, and
liberal ideals of voluntarism and competition gave rise to multifarious experiences
and sentiments that muddied the main objective of the state—to convert military
training into a form of personal cultivation. This study sheds light on the gap be-
tween Chiang Kai-shek” s conception of militarization as the practice of everyday
discipline and Chinese students” embrace of military training as patriotic resis-
tance against Japanese invasion. Ultimately, the program’ s mobilizational poten-
tial was undercut by its obsession with managing the trivialities of everyday life and
Nanjing’ s appeasement policy toward Japan.

bRA: VEAN NMEFRII A 1928-1937 4F I ] [RS8 A 0l
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Cultural Interaction under State Expansion in the Sino-Tibetan Borderlands:
Changes in Marriage and Reproductive Practices in Yunnan since the Mid-Nine-
teenth Century, Modern China, Volume 49, Issue 3,pp. 320 — 354.

Wen-Yao Lee (Affiliation: Department of Anthropology, University of Kan-
sas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA)

Abstract



HEEXITRFARDRZ
Newsletter for Socialist History Studies

This article describes the marriage institution” s disintegration and the re-
sulting diversification of reproductive practices in Pumi (Premi) villages in Yong-
ning, northwest Yunnan. Yongning Pumi currently practice formal marriages,
visiting relationships, and cohabitation without marriage. I argue that this diversity
has resulted from both the expansion of state intervention and local individuals’
agency to fulfill cultural ideals and personal desires. The changing economic-po-
litical environment in the nineteenth century and the unequal power relations
between Pumi and Mosuo (Na), whose elites ruled Yongning as native officials 1
H authorized by the imperial court, jointly contributed to Pumi’ s acceptance of
visiting relationships. The popularity of visiting relationships in Yongning reflects
the decline of the local status-differentiation system exemplified in divergent forms
of marriage and reproductive relations. Moreover, the increasing commonalities
and similarities of diversification in Pumi and Mosuo reproductive and residen-
tial practices are symptomatic of the region” s further incorporation into a larger
economic and political system.
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Rural Reform in Republican China: Christian Women, Print Media, and a Global
Vision of Domesticity, Modern China, Volume 49, Issue 3,pp. 355 — 385.

Yun Zhou yun(Aftiliation: School of Culture, History and Language, Austra-
lian National University, Canberra, Australia)

Abstract

This article explores the Christian efforts to modernize rural women, who
were placed at the center of rural reform in Republican China in the 1920s. Rural
women represented an important, untapped force for change in rural communi-
ties. The Christian magazine N ii xing %/ (Woman’ s Star), launched in 1932,
reached out to this group. Through a new model of rural womanhood, a figure
called Mrs. Wang, the magazine demonstrated how rural women could transform
local communities through domesticity and Christian faith. The modern model
of rural womanhood promoted by N ii xing emerged as a part of a global Chris-
tian movement in which creating Christian households was the primary goal. The
magazine thus represents the integration of a marginalized group of women into a
global community founded on shared domestic concerns and spiritual practices.
N U xing reveals how rural women, as historical agents of change, were connected
to rural reform and nation-building in China and to a global collective of Chris-
tian domestic womanhood.
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Official Media as Emotional Valves: How Official Media Guides Nationalism on
Chinese Social Media, Asian Survey,12 May 2023 ,pp.1 — 30.

Fangzhu (Affiliation: Department of Communication, School of Journalism,
Renmin University of China, Beijing), Zhongbin Huang (Affiliation: the Institute
of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China.), Tianguang
Meng (Affiliation: Department of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, Ts-
inghua University, Beijing, China.)

Abstract

Social media is the most popular platform for the expression of public opin-
lon, and it is a critical channel through which researchers can observe the dy-
namics and patterns of public opinion. This study explores the political origins of
Chinese nationalism by focusing on how official media shapes mass nationalism
in Cyber China. Analyzing 26 million Weibo posts made during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic, we found significant variations in nationalism among
user types, localities, and stages of the pandemic. Unlike previous studies, we
found that the official Chinese media did not always play the expected role of
promoting nationalism; instead, it acted as a system of emotional valves that chan-
neled social sentiment. Official media is intended to stabilize social sentiment and
prevent social unrest, and nationalistic news stories are used to draw attention

away from domestic problems.
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The “Party Branch Established in the Wat” : Social Cooperation between Local
Authorities and Religion in the Theravada Buddhist Community of South-west
China, China: An International Journal, Volume 21, Number 1, February 2023,
pp. 45-69.

Xiong Hao (Affiliation: Fudan University Law School)

Abstract

The Communist Party of China enhanced its local presence by establishing
a branch in the Theravada Buddhist wat in Dehong. Such direct political engage-
ment in a religious venue, however, does not lead to grievances from the locals.
This article finds that if the purely ideological differences can be well managed
at the local level, the religion and the Party can cooperate with each other and
maintain a harmonious relationship. This article reflects on the state — religion
antagonism paradigm and argues that an alternative paradigm—an interests-based
paradigm—should be prioritised when studying relations between the state and

religion in China.
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Survival through Pragmatic Thinking: Revisiting the Untold Stories behind the
Canada — China Grain Trade, 1960 — 63, China: An International Journal, Vol-
ume 21, Number 1, February 2023, pp. 160-176.

Liu Yun (Affiliation: Department of International Studies at Xi’ an Ji-
aotong-Liverpool University)

Abstract

This article examines the untold stories behind the Canada — China grain
trade in the 1960 — 63 period. According to some archived records of Canadian
business proceedings that have yet barely been examined, non-state agents in both
nations took joint initiatives to deliver these grain sales, demonstrating pragmatic
attitudes to de-escalate political tensions. Despite intensive disputes that per-
sistently sabotaged trade normalisation, many actors devoted tireless efforts con-
sistent with the future trend of public diplomacy. Acting on behalf of local civil so-
cieties and business associations, Canadian wheat trade agents facilitated effective
two-way communication with their Chinese peers. The emphasis on common
interests, rather than on ideological assertion, helped to contain political distrust
with “de-othering” narratives. Increased engagement by civilian stakeholders
thus served to hedge against political risk exposures.
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Youwei Xu and Y. Yvon Wang. Cham. Everyday Lives in China ’ s Cold War
Military—Industrial Complex: Voices from the Shanghai Small Third Front,
1964 — 1988, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan/Springer Nature, 2022. xxvii +
371pp.

Description:

This book translates and contextualizes the recollections of men and women
who built, lived, and worked in some of the factory compounds relocated from
China’” s most cosmopolitan city—Shanghai. Small Third Line factories became
oases of relatively prosperous urban life among more impoverished agricultural
communities. These accounts, plus the guiding questions, contextual notes, and
further readings accompanying them, show how everyday lives fit into the sweep-
ing geopolitical changes in China and the world during the Cold War era. Fur-
thermore, they reveal how the Chinese Communist Party” s military-industrial
strategies have shaped China’ s economy and society in the post-Mao era. The
approachable translations and insight into areas of life rarely covered by political
or diplomatic histories like sexuality and popular culture make this book highly
accessible for classroom use and the general-interest reader.
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Jeffrey A. Javed.Righteous Revolutionaries: Morality, Mobilization, and Vio—
lence in the Making of the Chinese State. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press, 2022. 312pp.

Description:

Righteous Revolutionaries illustrates how states appeal to popular moral-
ity—shared understandings of right and wrong—to forge new group identities
and mobilize violence against perceived threats to their authority. Jeffrey A. Javed
examines the Chinese Communist Party” s mass mobilization of violence during
its land reform campaign in the early 1950s, one of the most violent and successtul
state-building efforts in history. Using an array of novel archival, documentary,
and quantitative historical data, this book illustrates that China’ s land reform
campaign was not just about economic redistribution but rather part of a larger,
brutally violent state-building effort to delegitimize the new party-state’ s inter-
nal rivals and establish its moral authority. Righteous Revolutionaries argues that
the Chinese Party-state simultaneously removed perceived threats to its authority
at the grassroots and bolstered its legitimacy through a process called moral mo-
bilization. This mobilization process created a moral boundary that designated
a virtuous ingroup of “the masses’ and a demonized outgroup of “class en-
emies,” mobilized the masses to participate in violence against this broadly de-
fined outgroup, and strengthened this symbolic boundary by making the masses

complicit in state violence.
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Anne E. McLaren.Memory Making in Folk Epics of China: The Intimate and
the Local in Chinese Regional Culture, New York: Cambria Press, 2022. 360pp.

Description:

This is the first major English-language monograph on the largely ignored
singing tradition of the Han Chinese folk epics performed by illiterate men and
women in the regions around Lake Tai, known as the Wu-dialect speaking zone
of the lower Yangzi delta. For the villagers of Lake Tai, all songs, whether they be
short or long, lyrical or narrative, are called “mountain songs” or shange. Sing-
ing shange had been an integrated part of villagers’ everyday life in this region
since ancient times. Its significance, however, was grossly disregarded in Chinese
written records and undermined by Chinese intellectuals who have tended (even
nowadays) to perceive the cultural forms transmitted orally as  “vulgar.” It was
not until the early 20th century, as a response to Western imperial invasion, that

some Chinese intellectuals began to look into folk culture for the roots of Chinese
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national identity; the folksong collecting movement led by Gu Jiegang in the 1920s
was representative of such efforts. This folklore movement was soon disrupted
by the Sino-Japanese War and civil wars. The next wave of folklore revival move-
ment occurred in the early 1980s as a response to the massive destruction of tradi-
tions during the Cultural Revolution (1966 — 1976). The focus of this book is the
shange that were “discovered” in the late 20th century, especially the long nar-
rative songs (ranging from 2,000 to 20,000 lines) that were familiar to Wu-speak-
ing populations in pre-contemporary China. The lengthy song narratives had
been considered the cultural performance characteristic of the borderland ethic
groups, instead of the Han Chinese. McLaren” s study of these long narrative
songs among the Han Chinese in the Lake Tai area is therefore pioneering and
extremely important: it offers insights into the regional diversities of the Han Chi-
nese culture and the relationship between local and the pan-Chinese culture.
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Lei X. Ouyang.Music as Mao / s Weapon: Remembering the Cultural Revo—
lution, Urbana, Chicago and Springfield: University of Illinois Press, 2022. xvii
+ 198 pp.

Description:

China’ s Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) produced propaganda music that
still stirs unease and, at times, evokes nostalgia. Lei X. Ouyang uses selections from
revolutionary songbooks to untangle the complex interactions between memory,
trauma, and generational imprinting among those who survived the period of ex-
tremes. Interviews combine with ethnographic fieldwork and surveys to explore
both the Cultural Revolution” s effect on those who lived through it as children
and contemporary remembrance of the music created to serve the Maoist regime.
As Ouyang shows, the weaponization of music served an ideological revolution
but also revolutionized the senses. She examines essential questions raised by this
phenomenon, including: What did the revolutionization look, sound, and feel
like? What does it take for individuals and groups to engage with such music? And
what is the impact of such an experience over time?Perceptive and provocative,
Music as Mao” s Weapon is an insightful look at the exploitation and manipula-
tion of the arts under authoritarianism.
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B. Michael Frolic.Canada and China: A Fifty—Year Journey ,Toronto, Buffalo
and London: University of Toronto Press, 2022. xii + 442 pp.

Description:

Presenting a thorough record of Canada’ s diplomatic ties with China, Can-
ada and China recounts ten stories regarding China policy decisions made by the
Canadian government. These decisions describe key bilateral moves, beginning
with Pierre Trudeau’ s recognition of China in 1970 and ending fifty years later
with his son Justin” s attempt to reset a struggling relationship with China.

Rooted in archival research, extensive interviews, and the author’ s experi-
ence as a policy observer, the book contributes to our understanding of how the
Canada-China relationship has developed over time and how best to position
Canada in future relations with China.

While present-day relations with China are complicated, the book deliber-
ately seeks to provide a balanced perspective by showing both the positive and the
more challenging aspects of relations with China.
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